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Bir Goorge Jessel has beon appointed Master of the
Rolls s Great Britalo, === Thore was a riot between
Lwo reglinents in Ireland.

Tun report of the Vienns Special Commission Is un-
favorable to Gena. Van Buren and Mayor. === Presl-
dent Geant in In Muaine, === The Masanchussits
Republioan Convestion jis appointed for Bept, 17, s
Democratio State Conventions were held in Maine and
Maryland, == Caucuses have beon held preparatory
to the Pennsylvania Republican Convegglon, === The
winners st Saratogs races were Mionle W, Eolus aod
Revengs. ses= Gloster won the #5,000 race at Utica,

A alte was chosen for the new Uity Prison. === The
removal of the booths at Centre and Catherine Markets
was ordered by the Henlth Board. s=== The cruise of
the New-York Yacht Club began, === It ls rumored
that the validity of the election of four Pasific Mall
directors will ba contested in the Courts, ==== The
stomahlp Arndt was spoken s fow hundred miles from
Sandy Hook. === The Broaklyn Annexation Commis-
sion outiinad ita policy. === The recent oll discoveries
have @epreased the petroleum market. e== A large
fire 10 Centre-st. caused §100,000 dsmage, ===== Gross Ir-
roguinrition have been brought to Mght in the govern-
ment of Newtown, Lo L === Golds 115], 115}, 115
Thermometar, 757, 7942, 67%,

The opposition in the county towns of Kings
County to annexation to Brooklyn has been
far loss than was anticipated, and the present
prospoebls indicate an early sccomplishment of

that project.
-

It is an encouraging fact that the city mor-
tality reports show a considerable deerease in
the number of deaths for the week just past.
The total number was 789, or 08 less than for
the week ending Aug. 2. The diminution is
more marked in the diseases peculiar to chil-
dren. We have, certainly, great cause for
thankfulness that we have reached the middle
of August without the appearance of any pes-
tilence in the city.

We eontinue to-day the publication of our
Western correspondence relative to the inter-
ests which underlie what is known as the
Farmers' Movement. The writer bas had
unusual facilities for observing the combina-
tions and agitations which have grown out of
the spparent confljet between the farmers and
yailroad managers; and this letter, written
from & stock-raising locality, has its pecaliar
yalue in considering the whole case,

! o #eliba

Newtown, Long Island, is indalging in the
aneide luxusy of o ing. It baa weo & Com-

mitice of Seventy-one, which is endeavoring,
with considerable success, to prove an anti-
dote to this poison, The Tweed of the village
appears to have been a Tax Recelver, who
made it & governing principle to receive all he
could induce the people to pay in, and then to
pay nothiug over to the authorities, It was
too close an imitation of Tweed's mothod to
be long successful.

The snti-Butler people claim a vietory in
the Maasachusetts Republican State Committee
on the question of calling the State Conven-
tion. Butler and his friends were anxious to
have the Convention called at as early s day
as possible, in order that they might call the
cancuses and elect the delegates in the Boston
districts while the respectable people are
absent on their Summer vacations. The Btate
Committee did not fall in with the proposition,
but voted to call the Convention for the 17th
of September, and not to publish the call till
the 1st, so that delegates cannot be chosen
till after that date. It is to be observed that
the gentlemen who protest that there is no
danger of Butlar's nomination are quite de-
lighted with this bit of encouragement,

i

The Commission charged with the duty of
selecting  site for the new City I’rison have
been guided in their choice by two specinl
considerntions : nearness to crime centers, and
dryness of location. The tract of land which
has been designated for this purpose is that
bounded by Canal, Elizabeth, Mott, and
Bayard-sts. So far as possible, apparently, the
requisite conditions aro fulfilled in this selee-
tion; but one additional specification in favor
of the new project is that the buildings which
must be demolished to make way for the
prison to be erected are, for the most part, in
a filthy and unwholesome condition. Their
destrnetion would be a rehef to the Sixth
Ward, certainly, whatever may be the effect
on that part of the city of putling the bride-
well iuto it,

THE NEW-YORK CANALS,

Tho annual reports of the Auditor of the
Canal Department on the Tolls, Trade and
Tonnage of the Canala of the State are valu-
able doeuments, deserving of much more con-
gideration than they usually receive from the
press, the public, or the Legislature. That for
the ecalendar year 1873 has just been printed.
It makes an octavo volume of 875 pages, and
containg a great variety of statistics of the
business of the canals, extending back, in
some of the tables, torty or fifty years.

The great Lakes, the Erie Canal, and the
Hudson River constitute a magnificent system
of inland pavigation, of two thousand miles
in extent, adding the length of Lake Superior
to the distance by the water ronte from New-
York to Chicago. By the Erie Canal, the
great cities of New-York, Buffalo, Cleveland,
Toledo, Detroit, Milwaukee, and Chicago are
united by a line of cheap transportation. The
cheapness of the water route compels tho
competing railway lines to carry freight at
corresponding prices. Of these benefits, we
witness the results in the rapid growth and
nnexampled prosperity of New-York and the
Lake cities, and even Great Britain may trace
no small ghare of her wealth, since the repeal
of her corn laws, to the Erie Canal. The
value of the grain, eoal, iron, salt, lumbee,
and other merchandise moved on the New-
York canala last year exceeded $220,000,000, o
sum which is nearly equal to the aggregate
annual, value of the exports of domestie
produee, specie excepted, from the port of
New-York.

One month ago, in Tue Damy TripuNe of
the 12th of July, we showed that the time
had come to enlarge the Erie Canal. We will
briefly recapitulate some of the arguments we
nsed then. In 1862 the number of tons of ag-
ricultural products moved by the canala of
New-York was, in round numbers, 2,500,000 ;
in 1872 it was 1,700,000, a falling off of more
than thirty per cent, The reason of this de-
erease is that the canal 18 every year being
more and more encroached upon to meet the
requirements of the buginess in lumber, coal,
jron ore, stone, railroad bars, and similar
bulky freight which is not wanted by the
railroads. The tonnage of these articles on
the canals, so far from falling off, has
donbled gince 1861. On the other hand, the
quantity of vegetable food moved by the
three great trunk lines, the New-York Cen-
tral, the Erie, and the Pennsylvania railroads,
has inereased) from less than one million tons
in the years from 1861 to 1805 to upwards of
three million tons in the years 1871 and 1872.
Ten years ago the canals moved from two-
thirds to three-guarters of the wheat, corn
and flour going from the great lakes to tide-
water. Now the proportion is reversed and
the railroads move two-thirds, The canal has
fallen off thirty per cent in its grain business,
in spite of a reduction of one-half in the tolls,
The railroads have increased their grain busi-
ness three hundred per cent, also with a large
decrease in their freight charges, The same
movement i8 also continued in the current
year, the canal having fallen below last year
in the transportation of wvegetable food, and
the railroads having, in all probability, gained
more than the canal has lost.

The result of this movement has been, and
will be, to increase the domestic and foreign
trade of Boston, Philadelphia, and Baltimore
at the expense of that of New-York. Not only
do those cities and the States in which they
are situated now supply themselvea direct with
grain and provisions, of which they formerly
bought largely in New-York, but their export
trade is growing faster than that of thia port.
Boston in 1968 received 1,800,000 bushels of
¢orn from New-York and other seaboard ports,
and lass than 500,000 by railroad direet from
the West. In 1872, she received over 5,000,000
bushels by railroad from the West and only
800,000 bushels from the seaboard. The exports
of domestie produnce, specie dedueted, from the
port of New-York increased from $170,000,000
in the yeasended June 80, 1807, to $268,000,000
in the year ended June 80, 1873. This is
alenin of nearly fifty-two per cent. But the
domestic exports of Baltimore, Philadelphia,
and Boston increased during the same period
of six years from §44,000,000 to $70,000,000, &
guin of fifty-nine per cent. Similarly the
value of the exports of breadsiuffs and pro-
visiops from the port of New-York increased
from £46,700,000,in the year ended June 80, 1807,
to $106,700,000 in the year ended June 80, 1873,
being a gaic of one hundred and thirty per
cent. But the exports of the same articles
from the ports of Baltimore, Philadelphia, and
Boston inereased during the same period
from $10,600,000 to  $25,400,000, the gain be-

These effects may be expected to become
mueh“more conspictons & few years hence.
Montreal is gnining on New-York evem more
rapidly thag Boston and Philadelphin, and the
work is already in progress which is to con-
vert onr great rival, the Welland, into a slip

caual, navigable for propellers of 1,200 (ons

ing equal to one hundred and forty per cont.’

| g _
burden. If the State of New-York will en-
largo the Erie and Oswego Canals from Troy
to Oswego, New-York City may preserve her
supremacy as the commercial metropolis of
North Ameries; but unless somothing is done
to increase the capacity of her water route,
and also to provide ‘better terminal accomno-
dations for the railronds, both in New-York
and Jersey City, the next generation will see
the trade which now enriches the Empire City
divided up between Montreal, Portland, Bos-
ton, Philadelphia, and Baltimore. Indeed, as
wo have shown, the indications are that the
movement bas already begun.

CONVENTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS.

The Maryland Democrats, in their State Con-
vention at Baltimore, yesterday, resolved that
the increase of salaries by the late Uongress
is, “in view of the depressed condition of the
“laboring tax-payers of the country, upon
« whom the burden mostly falls, utterly un-
* justifiable.” They made no reference to the
back pay swindle, but contented themselves
with this general statement regarding the
increase of salaries and a demand for the
repeal of the law. In view of the
fact that the Maryland delegation voted
solidly for the increase and the grab, it was
perhaps wise and judicions in the Convention
to touch the subject very gingerly. The de-
mand for the repeal of the Salary Grab law
was manifestly foroed out of the Convention
by public sentiment, They hardly dared give
the subject the go-by, and with the record of
their own representatives before them they
could not say very much, so they shuffled
over it and let it go.

In Maine, on the other hand, where they had
no Demoeratic Representatives in Congress
and consequently no bad record to embarrass
them, the Democrats speak oat decidedly in
denunciation of the whole business. Upon
the whole, it is plain that tho hight of the
intervening fence makes all  the differ-
ence in the world in the acidity of the
grapes.  Maryland, being a Democratic
State, had Democrats in Congress, and they,
being tempted by the grab, fell; consequently
the utterances of her Democratic State Con-
vention are very feeble. Maine, being a Re-
publican State, had no Democrats in Congress
to be tempted, and consequently her Demo-
eratic Convention is free to “pitch in” One
othor New-Eneland State that held an election
last March had a Demoeratic Convention that
felt free to denounce the Republican majority
in Congress for ita evil practices, and some
Democratic eandidates for Congress in that
State pronounced on the stump the most vig-
orous condemnation of the back-pay grab.
Things have happened since then that wonld
somewhat embarrass the action of New-Ilamp-
ghire Democrats on that subject.

There's hardly anything in the machinery of
politics so cheap as resolutions.

OBSTRUCITTONISTS,

The test of time has approved most of the
Mayor's appointments to the department
offices. At no time in many years has the
public Dunsiness been  more quietly and
economically condueted. The departments
which work with the most frietion and the
least good effect are those at the head of
which are officials whom the Legislature, in
ignorance of our wants, insisted on retaining
and making independent of the Mayor.

The Health Board has bad all the arbitrary
powers whieh it is now exercising ever sinee
the Tweed oharter went into operation; but it
never before exercised any of them., Thers has
been no time sinee 1868 that it could not have
invaded any private dwelling at the mere sng-
geation of the presence of disease, and at once
depopulated and disinfeeted it; or any sireet
and cleansed it of all manner of filth, ineluding
the strest booths which the Board has been
lately destroying. It had the power, indeed,
to order, a8 a Judge of the Supreme Court
grimly suggested it might still advantageously
do, the disinfection of the City Hall, That it
did so little under the old administration, is
due to the fact that it was trammeled by the
Ring. Under that rale it was impotent in fact,
though all-powerful in theory; and it 15 safe
to say that had it not been for the
peraistent agitation of Dr. Stephen Smith and
his opposition to Ring schemes the old Board
would have been utterly and shamelessly sub-
servient to Tweed's purposes, Mayor Have-
meyer in continuing him in the present Board
displayed a sagacity and kn:},ledgu of
charieter which few suspected hef possessed.
In associating with Dr, Bmith a3 positive and
aggressive o man as Dr. Chandler, the Mayor
still further Jwid the city under obligations.
These two oficials have outwelghed and out-
voted Mr, Henry Smith, who was retained by the
Legislature, and the last named gentleman has
been unable to continue, if heever contemplated,
the poliey of inaction which the Ring required
of its Board, The consequence hus becn an
aggressive policy of thorongh Reform on the
part of the new Board, Drs. Smith and Chand-
ler have not been content to fight disease ufter
its appearnnce here; they have gone half way
to meet and prevent 1t. The demolition of
the booths about Fulton and Washington
Markets and along Fulton, Vesey, West, and
South-sts., is an achievement which would
have been impossible under the Ring, for the
Ring laid each of these hooth-owners under con-
tribution, and was bound to protect them ns
protection for itself. The breaking of the
contract with the Rendering Company is the
summary destruction of a monopoly whose
strength has been proved by its excceding
tenacity of life.

The Excise Board, almost unobserved but
always busy, has accomplished a great deal of
labor in an unassuming manner; and though
the fruits of its reformg are not yet fully
seen, we have assurance of great good ac-
complished. That no concert saloons are to
be licensed at all is news we printed yester-
dny morning, and at which all will rejoice.
We think the Commissioners are making a
mistake in closing the German gardens on
Sunday, while leaving the saloons where the
worst of liquora are sold to' continue business
ot their side doors,—and practically this will
be the result of the regulations as they are
represented to us;—but we hope still for fur-
ther reform in this direction which will give
us quiet Sabbaths,

The Department of Docks has gone quietly
to work, without hastily enunciating radieal
notions, and the Commissioners huve coneluded
to adopt the main features of the plans of
their predecessors. Gen. McClellan has been
gucceeded in the office of Chief Engineer by
(ien. Graham, who will, it is understood, con-
tinne his work with some alight changes as to
materiods, This harmouy of purpose assures
s that the work of the past three years will
not be thrown away,

Mr. Henry Smith in the Police Board is not
more powerful as an obstructionist than in

not attempted the role at all, The Board is &

good ouv in almost every respect, sad com-

the Health Board, Indeed, thus far, be hos’

hard and cantious workers. Without

prises
any question Mr. Matsell makes the best Super-

intendent since Kennedy, and is more efficient
than Kennedy because he has the nnanimous
support of the Board and the Mayor. The
diseipline of the force is better to-day
than it was under Kennedy ; the organization
of tho various precinets is much nearer
perfect ; and there is leas corruption in those
districts which under Jordan and Kelso were
farmed out by the eaptains to the dissolute
of all sexes and criminal * professions.” And
it is the highest compliment to Superin-
tondent Matsell to say that these reforms in
discipline and administration have heen accom-
plished atmost unobserved. The streets are®
not only safer by night and day, but less inde-
cency flaunts itself in the crowded thorough-
fares; gambling houses are less public; con-
cert saloons are more retired ; street car
robberies are less fréquent.

We should be glad to be able to add that the
departmentsof Finanee and Public Works moved
as smoothly as these, We donot despair ofsaying
it eventually, though their independence of the
Mayor is & radical mistake, But just now it
is undeniable that the people are beginning
to look upon Mr. Van Nort and Mr. Green as
in some gense inclined to be “obstruction-
“jists.” The one delays public works for no
apparent good reason; the other disputes
bills and delays payments, to the discredjt of
the city as a paymaster; and together both
hinder and delay and retard publie progress
in & manner which meets with general publie
condemnation, The criticism we utter is not
our own; we are only giving voice very re-
luctantly to utterances which either of the
gentlemen can hear in almost every eircle but
his own.

THE VIENNA COMMISSION.

We print this morning an abstract of the
report of the Special Commission appointed
to investigate the charges of corruption against
(3en. Van Buren and the rest of the Commis-
gioners at the Vienna Exhibition. Of course
ouly one conclusion could be expected in a
report signed by Mr. Jay and Mr. MeElrath,
For their own justification these gen-
tlemen are forced to condemn Gen. Van
Buren, They recommended his  dismissal
and that of the entire Commission at the
very outset of the troubles detailed in this
report, and all their subsequent investigations
have naturally only confirmed them in their
original opinion, They certainly make o
strong showing against Mr. Magyer, and the
vehement defense of that officer by the Chief
Commissioner wonld seem to fasten upon
(ben. Van Duren s certain responsibility for
hia acts. But it must always be remem-
bered that this report is an accusation of
(ien. Van Buren by sincere and prejudiced
prosecutors rather than the verdict of calm
and impartial judges,

There is nothing in the report to modify
what has before been stated in these columns
in regard to the whole lamentable scandal.
The matter iz as yet far from decided. It
will doubtless be the subject of full and eare-
ful investigation in Washington this Winter.
The men whose characters have been 8o
sarionsly damaged by (he snmmary action of
the State Department cannot be expected to
aecept their disgrace without an effort at
righting themsclves before publie opinion. It
is probable that the fuller light which will be
thrown upon the affair will reflect no especinl
eredit upon any of the persons pramiucntlj’
conneeted  with it. It will certainly be
difleult to  wash out the evidenece
of gross impropriety on the part of
Mr. Mayer. (Gen. Van Buren’s hot and
angry defense of him, 1f it were nothing more
than an over-generous and hasty assumption
of a friend’s quarrel, wus in the highest
degree indiscrest and unwise. The action of
the American Legation in advising, and of
the State Department in ordering, the imme-
diate dismissal of the entire Commission,
made the whole scandal more glaringly and
permanently offensive than was required by
the nature of the case. Every step so far
taken, on either side, scems to have been ill
tuken, )

“ AND DOESN'T INTEND TO."

“1le hasn't drawn his back-pay and doesn't
“intend to,” is the most common observation
made by the newspaper organs of the gentle-
men whose back pay is in the hands ot the
disbursing officer of the Senate or House, but
who are reported in Tuy TripuNe list as hav-
ing drawn it. The snappishness with which
the remark is made and repeated is very sug-
gestive.  All these gentlemen know very well,
for it has been told them a hundred times, and
the newspapers have repeated it so often that
there J8 no exenso for ignorance on the sub-
jeet, that the baek pay of each member of the
House and Benate is already drawn, and, except
where it has been eoolly pocketed by the member
or couscientiously turned back to the Treasurer,
is in the hands of the disbarsing officers of
the House and Senate, subject to the mem-
ber's order, It {a on deposit thers; just as
much converted already to the member's nse
ns though it were at Lis eredit in bank. There
is no mistake about this; there can be no
misunderstanding, Everybody knows it who
reads newspapers, and it is not worth while
for the organs of Congressmen to talk any
further nonsense about gentlemen not having
drawn it, and not intending to. There 's but
one honest way, and that is to formally and
legally turn it back it into the Treasury,

We are quite well aware that the subject ia
getting to be somewhat hackneyed. The pabli-
eation of our back pay list has set the Admin-
istration journals into something of a commo-
tion, and they are one and all shouting that
“ this back pay business is played out;” * the
# people are tired of hearing about it,” and so
forth, and so forth. Well, whether the people
are tired of hearing abont it or not, one thing
ia yery eertain: that the Administration or-
gans are tired of it, and very anxious to change
the subject, It will not be wise to cease the
agitation of it just yet, however. There has
been throughout the country universal disap-
proval and denunciation of the Grab, and the
popular sentiment has® been so unmistakable
that Administration conventions in several
States have been forced to pass resolutions of
eensure upon their own party friends for their
action. What is wanted now 18 to keep up
the agitation and drive the salary grabbers to
disgorge or go into retirement. It isn't
strange that they ory out against it and say
the subject has been talked to death and it is
time it was dropped. But the people cannot
afford to drop it yet,

A very common remark of the Administra-
tion presa upon the Tripvxe's list—which
really has caused more squirming than we
anticipated—is that it is “ full of errors.” But
wo observe that they fight shy of specifying
them. The list is cbrrect a8 firs¢ printed. A
correspondent led us into error respecting Mr*
John Hill by offering m correction which waa

ilself incorrect. but otherwise no amendment

haa beon offered and no error pointed out.

Not one of the gentlemen recorded as having |

drawn his back pay has come forward with
explanation or denial. Those who have not
yeot drawn it from the disbursing officer, who
holds it subject to their order, do not personally
dispute the accuracy of the list, but some of
their newspaper organs have rushod to the
reseue and averred that they have not drawn
it and do not intend to.

We repeat that all this money has been
drawn ; 18 in the hands of the disbursing offi-
cers of the House and Senate, and subject to
the er of each member. All the exhibi-
tions of indignant virtue which stop at the
assertion that they have not tonched it, and
don't purpose to, are shams, There's only one
way, and that is to turn it inte the Treasury.
And all you gentlemen who are waiting for
it to “blow over” may rest assored that it
will not be allowed to blow over until the
money has gone into your pockets or buck to
the Treasury.

SACRED AND SECULAR.

Whe suppose that there can be no harm in
wondering what the great and good Mr. John
Wesley, conld he have seen it with prophetic
eyos, would bave thought of the Martha's Vimes
yard (Mass.) Camp-Meeting. It must be ad-
mitted that the Methodists first discovered the
charming Oak Bluffs, and first took posscasion
of this cool place for their fervent exercises ;
but the frisky world has followed fast upon
their sedater heels, and hasrefused to allow
them any monopoly of the shore scenery und
the invigorating ocean gales. When, thirty
years ago, the good people held their first field
meeting ot the Vineyard, one tent under
one tree accommodated the pions and the
still unregencrate. Around wers the naked
meadows browned by the sun and the
salt ses breezes, above was the Heaven
which in their own way those gathered to-
gether were seeking, wiile before them was
a suggestion at least of the great occan
which symbols etermity.  Naturally this
fine locality. became popular with the New-
England Methodists, and those of them who
could afford ft, and who did not relish the
tabernacular style of accommodation, began
to build cottages for Summer residences.
Then the yachimen and the piscatory enthusi-
asts beeame nequainted with the eonveniences
of the Vineyard. The throng of pleasure seek-
ers steadily set in that direction, and a Saratoga,
with salt water instead of fresh, suddenly
elbowed the seclusion of the faithful. They
held their ground nobly. They sold lots at
good prices to the sinners, but they kept o
sacred center for themselves, The world's
people might dance and sing, play billiards
and race horses, and in all other doubtiul
ways refresh themselves; but if they wanted
religion they knew where to come for it. If
they became weary of their thin social frivol-
ties, there were substantial and eternal eonso-
lations at hand, 1t was but a step from the
gilded saloons of the wicked to the
tents of the righteons. Those who were
sick of Ttalian melodies might listen to the
sweet voices of the sisters chanting 0! that
“ will be joyful!” while those who were ren-
dered desperate by losing their mouney on
lLorse-races could, at a moment’s notice. be
taught that the race is not to the swift nor
the battle to the strong. Those whose hearts
were torn by the anguish of unreqnited
affection had an opportunity of learning of a
better love, eternal and passing comprehen-
sion. And must we speak of other ad-
vantages? Is it necessary to say that even
within the sacred precincts there might, now
and then, be a suspicion of an unmistakable
flirtation? Even regenerate hearts, two of
them, may beat as one, From the earliest

camp-meetings, in the sternest days of
primitive Methodism, there is reason to
believe that Cupid was not always

banished. Even the annual Newport gath-
ering of “the people ecalled Quakers,”
it is well known to the society, has had a
well-marked hymeneal tendeney—and why not,
if the popular belief in the celestial origin of
matehes be true? The camp-meeting affords
an undeniable and excellent opportunity for
the study of female character; and if John
Wesley, good mau, had found his Mrs, Wes-
ley in such a congregation, who knows but
she might have proved to him a Dblessing in-
stead of a calamity 1

As one reads of the brave doings aund the
religions festivities of the Vineyard, it is not
strange that the mind should wander back to
those early days of English Methodism, when
sweet Charles Wesley rode with his saddle-
bags over the highway? and through the by-
ways of England, composing and chanting to
cheer his travel immortal hymns which are
now sung by every Protestant congregation,
and which literary eriticism has acknowledged
to be—next to those of Watts—the finest relig-
ious lyrics in the English language. One thinks
too of the greater brother, John, preaching, at
the risk sometimes of his life, to drunken
eolliers and to ignorant peasants, incited to
disturb and ‘possibly to assault him, by the
Methodist-hating curate of the parizsh. One
thinks of that little forlorn hope, the two de-
voted men sent by Wesley to America; of
the infant church in our own John-st.; of the
flrat rare conversions, and of the great things
which have come of such small beginnings.
Methodism, like Puritanism and Quakerism,
waas poor, and 1t has become rich; was weak,
and it has become strong; was but a handful,
and it now covers a continent. It bas had
the usual fortune of prosperous religious
bodies, It has floated somewhat away from
the hard asceticism of its original, and ceased
to produce martyrs—partly, perhaps, because
martyrdom i3 no longer necessary. But
Methodism is still a great religious power, if |
only by reason of its fascinating traditions,
itsa methods congenial to the popular taste,
and its thorough church discipline, the master
work of its great founder. In its appeals to
the rude, the poor, the illiterate, the cultivated,
rich and somewhat scholarly as it has be-
come, it is still an enormous force, potent for
good continually, though it may be only par-
tially true to its lofty professions.

A California oditor takes a monrnful view of the
intelleetual condition of San Francisco. The people
have plenty of brain eapacity, he thinks; they have
had good writers, and books that deserved snccesa,
But with all these things they do not read. They
buy handsomely bound books merely to give their
houses o literary appearanee, angl the fame of their
local anthorais made st the Fast. They have no
appreciation of these authors’ works, and recogni-
tion and money must be found n}mrhare or not at
all. “A thesis upon gold and bow to win it,” says
the eynical critie, **is about the only one that can
command o reader and secure consideration.” All
this is troe, to & certain degree,of any comparatively
pew gountry or eity, sinee these practical aflnirs
mnst naturally keop ascendency for o long thne,
RLill San Franeisco 18 cortsinly old enough to think
of ita brains as well na of ila pockots, Are we to

spposs that money sud miud gannot exlst comfort |

ably togethort

| TOPIOS OF THE TIME.
.

100D WORDA FOR MINISTER DE LONG,

It must be acknowledged that, whatever may
be thoughs of Mr. De Long, our present Minister ta
Jupan, his California triends stiok by bim manfelly. IS
waa, parhaps, too much to expoct that & wentloman
whoso obief distinetion in bis own State was his bring
“u sage-bruab Iawyor” should bighly adora the diple-
mabie servioe, And when it was braited aboat that Mr.
Do Long had seoured the mission to Japan as s sop Lo his
pride, woundad In the Henatorial fight in wiieh Mr,
Willlam Btewart was viotorious, the publie expes-
tation waa wvol highly excited, Neverthelosa, The Som
Franeisco Dulletin has this to say of Lhe rocalied Minls-
ber :

From all quarters we hear expresajons of regret at the
roeull of Miuister De Long from J . Wed i
whether the Admnumufm was ;Z‘i‘..".mc l; lll:: daler-
mination by the charges made against him in THE NRW-
YORK TRIBUNE, of whether he was removed simply to
make rooas for Mubllier Bingham of Oblo, If the former,
1618 xudont that the President Baa been misied, wnd
that THE THIDUNE hus been (mposed upon. 1f the Blata
Department Las any zood groupda for Iﬁu removal, the
publie ought to be (nformed of them. As matters now
stand thore is an uopresaion abmed Prostdent
Girant actod unwisely 1 thus changing our Minmter 8%
oitb of the most importaul courts where the United
Hpates is represonted. In parhaps no other legation ex-
cept that to Uhina is experienos so valuable ua at the
Caurt of the Teuno, Al Shis juncture it Is eapecially de-
sirable that this Government shoald have in J:w

conve ¢ with Jap
wud ooe whom :{n Japaneso thomselves approotate.
That they have confidence in Do Long is shown froim (he
fact that s communication was sent o L g
questing that be might be ro
1t aliould bo distinctly und d that the only in-
tormation soneerning Mr. De Long's eareer in Japan was
in the eorreapondence of Tue TrIBUNK. Wo ahall ba
glad to learn from trustworthy sources that the Amen-
can Ministor st the Court of the Mikado has beon in-
fluential, nseful, and reapected. Wa are sorry W add
that such Information would be news, But we print, aa
more suthoritative, the followlug from The Japan Mad -
As the mind of the people of the United Htatea 8
justly sonsitive on the subject of the coolie trafllc, and
s Mr. Do Loog's seton in the cass of the Maria Luz
sacmed opposed to this, we think it right to stats our
conviotion Lhat he regards this trade with as much ab-
horronce as the most seusitive Amorioan, and that the
course he took was gilded by & conaclentious view of
bis lostructions trows Washington, his dutes s Lo
represcntative of Pern, and his uppreciation of the logel
dillicultics which surroundoed the case. (M tils bDe
shadow of & doubt exists in our mind. Nothing can
oxvuse the perverslon of Lhe fucls of thia cust LO serve
the onuse of private Ul-focllng. Wea disagreed with Mr.
De Loug's course of unction, and have on soveral ve-
casions been at decided lssue with bim, Bat we cannob
tolerute that be abould be bold vp to publio odium for
fkults of wijeh ho is guiltless, and wolle we have no
to eharacterizo the manner in which
be hus boen dofended in The Gasefte, we are forood
cqually to condemn the altack wade on Wim i Tus
ThinusE, which we regard as unjust, sud wholly un-
wortay of the Judiclal sttituds whioh serious joursalism
sbould prosont.

words too stron)

e
RAILROAD BUILDING AND BONDING.
The New-lacen Palladium, in au arficlo on
the modern style of forming rallrond oompaniea and
constructing railronds in Counnecticut, rcontrasia the old
method, which was based upon sound busincss priuvel-
ples of obtaining most of tho meaus of conatruction
frow cash subscripuous, sud thon boudiug ihe road for
uot more than onethird the actusl cost, with the
method now in vogue in that Btate of acpending sl
most entirely upon the lasus of bonda, and having but &
small smount of bona fide stock subscriptions, One
great dificulty with this plan 18 that laree amounts of
Jutercst wust be pald on thess  Wsnes before Lhe road s
completed or can earn o dotlar, The Palladium says:

A foreible Uinstration of the truth of this ia found in
the history of almost every rullroad in Connecticut oon-
structed or commeuced within the lest six o/ ciglit years,
All bave enmmenced with very small stock subsonpaona,
compared with the estimated cost of their roads; aua la
BOIME Cusss Bven Lhese smail atock subscriplions have
been deceptive, The main reliance hiss been in the irsun
of first murtgsge bunds. First mortguge Lends in Cane
necuioit ratirosds had in former years, as & geoeral rule,
proved safe and favorito lnvestmonis, Furwers, me-
chantes, snd cihers who had mooey Lo invest, wers
strongly prejudiced i their favor, aud for goud canase,
For betore the daysof modern demoralization in rail-
road building, & orst mortgage bepd wis scliom lssued
to an gimount wiieh could pot have been paid off (n full,
if  necessary, by the sale of (be wou, lauus alud
rolling  stock  of the company.  Spoculative
ratirind  corporations  have taken advantuge of
ihis mwanls of the puulic for drst mortgogy Luids, and,
a4 8 result, this State has boon flooded with the fArss
mortgage bouds of uncompleted ratlroads, and, in maony
cases, tho first morligage has exceeded o wmount the
entire yalus of the tusd when completed. Tue reault of
thils ptate of Liings lus besn, thst not & solitary raiirosd
in Connectiout commenced within the lust five vears las
realized sufficient actusl pet earnings W pay tho intorvad
oi one-lalf of the ppount of Ks bouds and debt.  Tu say
nothing o regard to the Anancial condition of the
ton, Hartford sud Erie Hallrosd, wlich bas fulsted more
Lt 02,000,000 0f bunis upon the public, whian are now
ruling st sbout 34 cents on tho doilur, we find the follow-
Lo 1o be the condition 1o the aggroito of the olher now
ronds in Coouectiout whick are elller whully or
partly compieted snd lo operation, vis, : Aggro-
eate  swount of bouded wud
of thess companies about 11,000,000 ;
cate amount of the net earnlugs of the same
COmPAnIes ovar nnd pbove operating exXpenses for the
year ending Sept. 30, 1572, about $119.000. 1n other words,
ihe nDew tailrosds i Condeoucuat, built under the
modern detworalized plan, are oot caruing su syersge of
two per cent upon the smount of their indebledness. %
wounld seelu st it was sbout tiae for mwes of ordiua
Judgent, belore they Invest their money in the
of & new vadroad, to stop lung enoukh to keertain what
proportion the wmosnt of buuds o be lssued bears e
the smonnt of cnalt setually pald in by subscribers (o
the stock, aud iuvested tn goou talth ta the construction
and equipment of the road. XNo lew ralirowid b provess
ot voustruction, or lo contemplation, in the Btate of Con-
necticut, cal salely issue wmore tuan $1,000 of bonds for
every 82,000 of cash padd to oo the stock and avtually
expended on the road. It is safo (o nascrt Lhat auy man
who purchises the bouds of any rallroad o this Stals
about to be bwit, which do Dot bave as a basis two
dollars of cush puid inou the siuck to every dodlar of
ponds tsauoed, will soou regret bis purchsse. wid walt ln
valu for the prouised interest.

Of the manner in which new rallroads are bullt Im

that Btate the Paldadium says:

Most of the raliroads now are started by contractors
and speculators. A woderate subscription to the o prbad
siock 18 Ioade by thioss within the riug, with an under-
standing that ouly o small lnstaliwent will e called 103
that bonds enough will be put ob the market and sold to
complete the road, and then stock ad [ibitum whil be
{ssued as o profi o the original partics. The orl giuals
are preity suce 10 soll out their stock in time, 1f the
stock diea not sell for mwore than (en oents o the
lar, that poreentage Is just so mwoeeh profc o the origl-
nals, Wiile the loss comes upon the purchasers of the
stock and boods. Most persons are also greatly de-
celved by the estupated cost which the proprictors ol
new rallroads place upen the roaas which are to
constructed. A now road 18 about to be bulis,
A prospeetus 18 published, glving  an  esthinate
of the cost of the romd cowpleted aud cquipped. OB
the strength of this estimate the work is eolutenced
and the bonds issucd. Befors the rond is hait Huished
the estitnates wre cxeecded, the fuous provided wie ex-
hausted, intorest accumulates and baukruptey follows.
Tise cost of nearly every railrosd built in Connuectious
during the last tve years has exeecdod the origivel
sstimates nearly, aud in sume cases more than LW per
cent; and 1t 18 &afo 10 wssert that not oo of Lhew would
Lave been eommenced 1if their projectors and whe
Luldoers of their bonds had known o wivancs what they
Jearned ut the eud. It would seem that 16 was abouk
time fur the Cooneeticut Lagislature to tuke tho i L
o hand sod enforce the old plau of probibitog ::{
ratlroad compauy from ereating a bonded debt by
one-third the actusl bons Hde cost of Lhoir road.

POLITICAL NOTES.

It seems to be generally conceded that Gov.
Washburn will bo resomiosied withous oppokition by
the coming Republican Conventlon of Wisconsin. The
ehief contest will be over the Licutenani-Governorship,
for which there are numerous aspirants. Apiong these

are Senators Baker, Eston, and Hiaer, A. M. Thomson,
Jobn ¥, Potter, sud J. M, Bluguam. G

The action of the Ohio Democrats in nom-
Inating & stralght party tioket fllls the Aduinistration
organs with adwirstion, and many of them fairly cush
with the exuberanes of their joy. They slways did ad-
mire the party diseipline of the Democracy, thoy say,
and pow they are so thankful that they are to have s
g?odaqunmunm oid lssuss. The reason of Uedr

3 14 wo obvious to nesd oxplanation.

The Witterest denunciations of the Demo-
cratio party come from its former orgaus, which doclare
it ia no better than o corpse that ovught to be allowed &
peaceful and immediate burlal. Thus, The Chicago Tvmes
pectples & column of [1s space it ridiculiog the aotion of
the Ollo Democrats in nominating s straight cksk
calls them * Bobadillian Bourbous,” and says * they are
going wo fght fur the ancient Bourbon teavot, of whick
the handle 18 goue awl the *spogzle’ melted off, nad
which has s tremendous hole iu the bottom ; for it s the
saome old equality hatiug and liberty-opposing teapoly
and Thurmau won't driok Wwa out of sny other. Nevertoe-
lens, the dauger 18 very great that before tho contess

stall be ended, the ofd  teapot, wirhous h‘tlll -r
+snossle ’ or boltow, will be wore dilapidatod stil.”

One by one the old stand-bys of the Dema-
gratie pross aro descrting their party aud catting for &
new orghnisation, Already The 8t Lowls Lepubican,
The Chicag Tvmes, The Indéanapobis Senbinel, and othery
of aqual lwportance bave declared their 1ode pendence.

and now somes The Memphus Appeal, which follows snif

1o this way ¢ ~1nunuunmmmtuumv
the duty of all good eitizens 1 make common cause for

regeneration. To oling to mwere party namos ln 8 greal
emargency 18 to be unfaithful 0 overy consideration of

publio duty and publio safoiy. Thete are patriote
the countty %o wnd
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